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revolt against the secentistic disintegration of renais-
sance ideals in the preceding age, hardly satisfied
a nation that could look back on the literary giants
from Dante to Tasso.    And in Spain the period is
unequivocally depressing.    With ourselves the eigh-
teenth century has had many devoted lovers :   but it
has not received full justice from the cosmopolitan
point of view ; it has rarely been presented as an age
in which England contributed to European letters
the dynamic ideas which ushered in the new time.
Our historians have been too easily satisfied to record
the insufficiency of our English classicism, and the
absence-—within the eighteenth century,, at least—of
outstanding positive achievement in the movement
we call romantic.    We arc not reminded as often as
we should be, that the England of this age looms much
larger as a literary power in the continental perspective,
than when viewed from a purely national standpoint*
In contrast to these literatures, that of Germany in
the eighteenth century is distinctly exhilarating ; and
this in spite of the fact that the general mass of her
literary production is in no wise superior—rather.,
indeed, inferior-—to that of England and France*
When the eighteenth century opened, the state of
German  literature was  so  despicable  that  hardly
a critic in Europe thought it worth mentioning ; and
it closed with Goethe and  Schiller enthroned in
Weimar as leaders of literary Europe.   What was
even more significant, the century ended by giving
birth to that specifically modern individualism which
was to stamp the whole nineteenth century in European
literature as romantic.   There is something miracu-
lous   in  this   astoundingly   rapid   development   of
German eighteenth century literature.   Indeed, the
chequered literary history of Germany is full of
surprises of this kind;   I doubt whether a parallel
could be found to it elsewhere, unless it be in the not
unsimilar outburst of German mediaeval poetry at the
end of the twelfth century.   My object here is to

